December 18, 2023

To Erick Ambtman, Chair, Edmonton Police Commission
Dale McFee, Chief of Police, Edmonton Police Service

Cc His Worship Amarjeet Sohi, Mayor of Edmonton
Councillor Erin Rutherford, Ward Anirniq
Councillor Aaron Paquette, Ward Dene
Councillor Jennifer Rice, Ward Ipiihkoohkanipiaohtsi
Councillor Keren Tang, Ward Karhiio
Councillor Ashley Salvador, Ward Métis
Councillor Andrew Knack, Ward Nakota Isga
Councillor Anne Stevenson, Ward O-day’min
Councillor Michael Janz, Ward Papastew
Councillor Tim Cartmell, Ward Pihésiwin
Councillor Sarah Hamilton, Ward Sipiwiyiniwak
Councillor Jo-Anne Wright, Ward Sspomitapi
Councillor Karen Principe, Ward Tastawiyiniwak
Lyle Oberg, Chair, Alberta Health Services Board
Athana Mentzelopoulos, CEO, Alberta Health Services
The Honourable Danielle Smith, Premier of the Province of Alberta
The Honourable Jason Nixon, Minister of Seniors, Community and Social Services
The Honourable Mike Ellis, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Services
The Honourable Adriana LaGrange, Minister of Health
The Honourable Rachel Notley, Leader of the Opposition
The Honourable Janis Irwin, Housing Critic

Dear Community Leaders,

As healthcare providers, we were shocked by the December 15th news from the Edmonton
Police Service (EPS) outlining a plan to decamp 134 dwellings in central Edmonton, just one
week before Christmas. This is a heartlessly timed and needlessly harmful and traumatizing
plan. We expect that the EPS are aware of reduced capacity for community organizations to
absorb this shock during the holiday season, however, this action is misguided regardless of the
time of year. There is no clear evidence of benefit of such decampments, and robust evidence
of significant risk. This plan will cause harm to unhoused Edmontonians directly impacted by
decampment, but significant harm will also come to people indirectly impacted, in ways that the
EPS has not considered.

We feel compelled to remind the EPS of the multiple health harms that can be expected as a
result of this plan. Available evidence tells us that the following outcomes can be expected as a
result of this planned action:
e Increase in preventable cold related injuries such as severe frostbite, resulting in the
need for limb amputation and prolonged hospital admission with lifelong disability



e Increase in fatal drug poisoning events, owing to isolation and disruption of existing
supports

e Spread of sexually transmitted and blood borne infections, owing to the need to engage
in higher risk behaviour (e.g. survival sex in exchange for a place to stay)

e Spread of other infectious diseases, such as influenza and Shigella, owing to
displacement from adjacent public washrooms

e Retraumatization of people already experiencing complex trauma and mental health
concerns
Disruption of established communities of support that exist within encampments
While many of these harms will impact the broader Edmonton population, we know that
some people, including the 2SLGBTQIA+ community, youth, seniors, and pregnant
people, will be disproportionately harmed

e Indigenous people are over-represented in encampments; this is not a choice, but a
direct result of a long and violent colonial past. Police action like this proposed
decampment is further colonial trauma and does damage to any attempts at true
reconciliation.

Moreover, we are currently trying to provide care in an already overwhelmed acute care system,
and we anticipate that involuntary displacement of this magnitude will lead to the following:
e Loss of contact with existing community-based supports (e.g. wound care, medications,
chronic disease care)
e Barriers to accessing and continuing mental health and substance use care, including
disrupted treatment with medications like methadone or buprenorphine/naloxone
e Increase in preventable hospitalizations and ICU admissions at a time when hospitals
and ICUs are already struggling above 100% capacity, disrupting and compromising
medical care for ALL Edmontonians and Northern Albertans
Delays in EMS response times for ALL Edmontonians
Increase in emergency department wait times for ALL Edmontonians
Increase in the moral distress and burnout frontline workers are already feeling in an
overwhelmed health system

Some of the solutions advanced to help people being involuntarily displaced include accessing
temporary shelters, attending drug treatment, or becoming involuntarily hospitalized. None of
these are meaningful or long term solutions to the lack of accessible and appropriate housing
needed to reduce encampments. Current shelter spaces are not accessed by many unhoused
people for complex reasons, including health and safety concerns. Moreover, none of the
proposed measures have the capacity to absorb the problem created by this planned
displacement. Decampment will not disperse houseless community members as intended; but it
will increase their vulnerability to a multitude of potential harms.

We implore the Edmonton Police Service to consider the downstream health and health system
repercussions of decampment, and instead advocate for meaningful socioeconomic support
from the provincial government for people who are simply trying to survive in a housing crisis.



This is a moment where our community needs increased support, collaboration, and
cooperation to bolster available services to ensure we are ALL equipped to survive the winter.

We look forward to your response.
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